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E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PFOR PBOR MO SS SP 

SUBJECT: SPANISH SAHARA: SUDDEN BOUTEFLIKA VISIT TO RABAT 

1. SUDDEN BOUTEFLIKA VISIT TO RABAT JULY 1 MADE PUBLIC MORNING 
OF SAME DAY. BOUTEFLIKA SCHEDULED TO ARRIVE IN EARLY AFTERNOON. 
FOREIGN MINISTRY TELLS US THAT TIMING OF VISIT WAS UNEXPECTED 
AND AT INITIATIVE OF ALGERIANS. ALGERIAN EMBASSY, PLACING 

VISIT IN CONTEXT OF ANNOUNCEMENT EOLLOWING FONMIN LARAKTS 
LATEST TRIP TO ALGERIA THAT BOUTEELIKA WOULD BE COMING HERE, 
ALSO ACKNOWLEDGED TIMING DECIDED ON SHORT NOTICE. 

2. COMMENT: SUDDEN VISIT IS UNDOUBTEDLY RELATED TO SAHARA 
DISPUTE AND IS BEING INTERPRETED BY OBSERVERS HERE AS A 
POSITIVE GESTURE BY ALGERIA. 
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